266      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
validity of the laws passed in the time of Stilicho. Augustine was not present, but he wrote a second letter (No. 97) to Olympus,  and urged him to secure the enforcement of the law without waiting for the deputation from Carthage.   When Augustine's letter arrived we do not know.   He speaks of writing {in the middle of winter,' but we need not take that too literally ;   on the other  hand,  he obviously believes his letter will arrive before the Carthaginian   bishops.     Probably  both   reached Ravenna about the end of November, or beginning of December ; and with them came a crowd of maimed and half-blinded clerics, who had fled to court with  lively proof of the outrages of the Donatists.    In  December  the emperor  sent the desired    decree   to   Donatus,   the   proconsul   of Africa,   and   the  work  of making  converts   by fiscal machinery recommenced.    Augustine wrote to  Donatus   (ep.    100),   urging   him   to   apply the   decree at   once,  but  to  spare the  lives  of the  Donatists and avoid  all  appearance of vin-dictiveness.
Then there occurred a development of the situation which somewhat perplexes the ordinary ecclesiastical writer. In the summer of 409 the African bishops were once more thrown into graver year, under the title of Macarius, in the Roman Martyrology. So it is stated in a note in the Migne edition of Augustine (vol. ix. col. 526).ga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
